Archives

Aston University Cenire

BIRMINGHAM UK

Who is Responsible for the Archives?

An Interdisciplinary Approach to Ethics in a Digital Age

Conference Programme (draft 1 June 2026)
When: Friday 26 June 2026, 9:00-20:00

Where: Aston University, Susan Cadbury Lecture Theatre, and online



Time

Session

Details

9:00-9:30

Registration (in person)

Arrival, badge collection, coffee and pastries

9:15-9:20

Mic and slide test

(Online speakers only)

9:20-9:30

Registration (online)

Welcome to all online participants

9:30-9:45

Welcome

Opening remarks

llaria Scaglia, AUAC Director
Aston University, Birmingham, UK (in person)

9:45 -11:05

Panel 1: Archives, ethics,
decolonisation, and social
justice

Chair: Joseph Yannielli, Aston University, Birmingham,
UK (in person)

Amos Bishi, Harare Polytechnic, Zimbabwe (in
person), “Recalling Forgotten African Memories: A
Study on Archival Ethics and the preservation of
Indigenous Knowledge”

Amel Khireddine, University of M’'Hamed Bougara of
Boumerdés, Algeria (online), “Archival Invisibility and
Platformed Memory: A Study of Marginal Cultural
Testimonies across Global South Digital Archives”

Waimere Mahaka, University of Canterbury, New
Zealand (online), “Who holds the Mauri? Archival
Ethics and Representation of Maori Theatre in Digital
Archives”

Liliana Rocha, University of Lisbon, Portugal (online),
“Between Erasure and Exposure: Ethical
Responsibility in the Use of Photographic Archives in
Cabo Verde”

11:05-11:20

Coffee Break

11:20-12:30

Panel 2: Archives, ethics,
and emotions

Chair: Mark McCormack, Aston University,
Birmingham, UK (in person)

llaria Scaglia, Aston University, Birmingham, UK (in
person) and Valeria Vanesio, University of Malta
(online), “The Moral Economy of Archival
Standardization”

Drishti Kalra, University of Delhi, India (online),
“Educators as Unwitting Archivists: Rethinking
Curricular Responsibility in the Digital Age”

Mehmet Fahri Furat, Istanbul University, Turkey
(online), “Who Is Responsible for Personal Digital




Archives in Turkiye? Ethics, Digital Inequality, and the
Fragility of Everyday Memory”

12:30-13:40

Lunch

13:40 - 15:00

Panel 3 — Archives, ethics,
and governance

Chair: Victoria Uren, Aston University, Birmingham,
UK (in person)

Mario Kallio-Hirvonen, University of Helsinki, Finland
(in person), “Governing Access in the Digital Age:
Digital Compulsion and Archival Responsibility in
Research”

Raghad Nashash, Royal Hashemite Documentation
Centre, Amman, Jordan (online), “Data Protection and
Ethical Management of Archival Data in the Digital
Age: Balancing Access to Information and Privacy in
Light of Modern Legislation and the Jordanian
Personal Data Protection Law”

Zoe Thomas, The National Archives, Kew, UK (in
person), “Archival Ethics and the Right to be
Forgotten”

Alexandra Vidal, Joana Lencart, The Ordem Terceira
de Sao Francisco do Porto, Portugal (online), “Ethics,
Power, and Social Justice in the Archives of the
Venerable Third Order of Saint Francis (VOTSF)
Portugal”

15:00 - 16:00

Keynote Speaker

Bertrand Taithe, University of Manchester, UK, Co-
founder and Director of the Humanitarian and
Conflict Response Institute (in person)

Title: “The Humanitarian Archives Emergency: How
Archives have Become the Frontline of Aid Cuts”

16:00 — 16:15

Coffee Break

16:15-17:35

Panel 4 — Archives, ethics,
community, and co-
creation

Chair: David Turner, Aston University, Birmingham, UK
(in person)

Dagmar Brunow, Linnzaeus University Centre for
Intermedial and Multimodal Studies (IMS), Vaxjo,
Sweden (online), “Archival Refusal: Towards an Ethics
of Care for Digitised Audiovisual Collections”

Mhairi Brennan, Aston University Birmingham, UK (in
person), ““On-demand only works if the chain of
events runs smoothly’: The Hidden Labour of BBC




Scotland Archivists and Archive Producers during the
2014 Scottish Independence Referendum”

Lucia Giagnoli, Mariangela Giglio, University of
Bologna, Italy (online), “Unintended Records:
Acquisition, Privacy, and Scholarly Access in Born-
Digital Literary Archives”

James Ranahan, The Shakespeare Birthplace Trust
Administrative Offices, Stratford-upon-Avon, UK, (in
person), “Shakespeare’s Conscience: Towards an
Understanding of Ethics and Shared Responsibility for

Archives”
17:35-17:45 Final Summary and Closing | llaria Scaglia, AUAC Director
Remarks Aston University, Birmingham, UK (in person)

18:00 —20:00 Reception Drinks and nibbles, informal networking




