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PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT

BETWEEN

ASTON UNIVERSITY, BIRMINGHAM, UNITED KINGDOM

AND

XXXXX
This Partnership Agreement is made between
ASTON UNIVERSITY, whose administrative offices are at Aston University, Aston Triangle, Birmingham B4 7ET, UK and

(Partner institution), whose administrative offices are at ………………… 
Scope of the Partnership Agreement
1.
This agreement (the “Agreement”) sets out in detail the areas of co-operation previously outlined in a Memorandum of Understanding signed by Aston University and (Partner Institution) on (date), and which have been agreed by both institutions, as well as areas where both institutions have agreed to hold further discussions:
	
	†

	Exchange of students and credit transfer
	

	Exchange of students and award of joint/double qualifications (Student exchanges where appropriate will require a separate ERASMUS agreement)
	

	Assistance with finding student work placements/internships
	

	Exchange of academic staff/faculty members for teaching (or via video link where appropriate)
	

	Collaborative research, including reciprocal visits by academic staff/ faculty members
	

	Hosting visits by doctoral students
	

	Participation in seminars and academic meetings for academic staff/ faculty members
	

	Short term academic programmes/study visits for students
	

	Exchange of academic materials and other information
	

	Jointly offered Executive Development programmes
	

	Other (as specified)
	


† Proposers may wish to add the following indicators:

The number of asterisks indicates the level of collaboration proposed at the time of signature:


***
=
activities to be undertaken immediately


**
=
activities that the partners have a strong intention to pursue

*
=
activities for further discussion

Signatories

2.
The signatory for Aston is Mrs Adèle MacKinlay, Aston’s University Secretary-Registrar, who has the authority to act on behalf of Aston with regard to this Agreement.

3.
The signatory for the (Partner institution) is …………………. who has the authority to act on behalf of the Partner with regard to this Agreement.
4.
In signing the Agreement, both parties agree to accept each others terms and procedures.
General Provisions of the Agreement

5.
At Aston University, responsibility for the approval and maintenance of academic standards will rest with Aston's Senate, exercised through its Learning & Teaching Committee and through the XXXXX School Board and XXXXX School Learning and Teaching Committee.  

6.
At (Partner institution) responsibility for the approval and maintenance of academic standards will rest with …………..

7.
The partners agree that the copyright in any teaching and learning materials developed under this Agreement will be owned by the originating partner or its staff in accordance with each partner’s policy on such matters.  Following completion of the materials, each partner will grant (or procure to be granted) to the other a non-exclusive, non-transferable license to use such material for teaching purposes, but prohibiting the licensing or selling of the materials to any third party or from making copies of the materials. Each partner will indemnify the other in respect of any losses, claims or other expenses resulting from any act or default of that partner, its agents and employees leading to any unauthorized use of the other partner’s materials up to a maximum sum in aggregate of £100,000 (one hundred thousand pounds sterling).

8.
Agreement must be obtained in advance for the use of Aston or (Partner institution)’s name and/or logo by the other institution in any printed or electronic publicity and promotional material. 

1) 
Exchange of Students and Credit Transfer
a) Numbers and Duration

9.
Aston University and (Partner institution) will exchange up to (number) full-time equivalent students each year on a one-for-one basis from the Undergraduate/Postgraduate Programmes of each institution.  If either institution wishes to send students for one semester only, they may send up to four per year (i.e. one full-time student = two students for one semester).
10.
In the event of an anticipated imbalance, either party may suspend or reduce intake or outflow of students to establish the balance.
11.
If an exchange student voluntarily withdraws or is dismissed for any reason before the end of the course, it will be considered as a completed exchange from the institution concerned. The host institution reserves the right to require the withdrawal of any student whose academic standing or conduct warrants such action. The host institution will consult with the home institution before finalising such action. The parties agree that there will be no replacement for students who do not complete an exchange.
b) Selection, enrolment and assessment

12.
Students will be selected by their home institution. Each institution will respect the admission requirements and enrolment constraints of the host institution.  Students coming to Aston University must be those with a high level of English language competence, and this must be taken into account when recommending students to study at Aston University.  Any particular requirements with regard to English language are specified below.

13.
Exchange students shall pursue an academic programme developed in consultation with the student's home institution. The departments/divisions involved in the exchange at the home institution will provide academic counselling to ensure that the academic courses taken at the host institution are acceptable to the home institution. The host institution will provide module descriptions and syllabuses to aid in course equivalency evaluation.

14.
Participants in the exchange will be governed by the same regulations and performance standards that pertain to other students at the host institution. It is understood that quota limitation, normal timetabling and scheduling constraints apply to all students.

15.
Exchange students will continue as candidates for degrees of their home institution and will not be candidates for degrees of the host institution (unless a dual award arrangement is in place).
16.
Any academic credits received during the course of the exchange may be transferred to the home institution in accordance with the appropriate regulations of the home institution. Each partner will provide the other with an official transcript on each exchange student at the completion of the exchange.
17.
(Partner institution) and Aston University will require participating students to register at their home institution and pay all relevant academic fees and tuition to their home institution. Participants will be exempted from paying such fees and tuition at the host institution.

c) Undergraduate Programme

18.
Aston University undergraduate students will be XXX year students, mainly from the XXX Programme.  Precise numbers of Aston University students attending will vary each year.  
19.
Students from Aston University will study at (Partner institution) for the full academic year (dates).
20.
Aston University students will take XXX (Business/Engineering etc) modules taught in [English/Spanish, etc] to the value of XX ECTS per semester (or local credits) from the XX  year of the XX programme at (Partner institution).  (They may also take classes in XXXX language, for which credit can be awarded – if applicable)
21.
(Details of any entry requirements of either party)
22.
(Partner institution) undergraduate students will be (first/second etc) year students following the XXX programme.  Precise numbers of (Partner institution) students will vary from year to year.

23.
A level of English equivalent to IELTS XX is required for exchange students attending the Aston University Undergraduate Programme, and this should be borne in mind when recommending students to study at Aston University.
24.
(Partner institution) students will study at Aston University preferably for the full academic year (September to June) or alternatively for one teaching period (September to January or January to June), including the examination weeks (weeks 12 and 13) if they are studying in the first teaching period. 

25.
(Partner institution) students will study regular modules from those offered by the Undergraduate Programme at Aston University. All modules followed will be taught in English.  The normal course load at Aston University is XX Aston University credits (XX ECTS credits) per year.  Exchange students will be expected to study this amount, unless their home institution indicates otherwise in writing before the start of the academic year.

d) Postgraduate  (Graduate) Programme
26.
Aston University and (Partner institution) will cooperate in an exchange of students at postgraduate level. An average of X Masters students per year from (Partner institution) will study at Aston University for one term/two terms (in exchange for a one-week group study visit by up to 25 Aston Masters students) and an average of X Aston University postgraduate students will study at (Partner institution) for X  term(s).
27.
X students will be nominated by their home institution. These students will be in the X year of their Masters programme. They may choose to study at Aston University either in the January-March or the April-June term. All study will be in English and they will be able to undertake up to XX ECTS credits, although they will only be able to register for the modules that are prescribed by their home institution in order to gain the required amount of credits. They will be registered as postgraduate students at Aston University.  However they will not be eligible for the award of a postgraduate degree (unless a dual award arrangement is in place).
28.
A minimum TOEFL or IELTS score will have to be achieved in order for students to gain entry on to the Masters programme. These minimum entry levels are reviewed every year, and the partner institution will be given notice of any change at least twelve months prior to enrolment.
29.
(include here any entry requirements of the partner institution)
30.
Aston University Masters students will study at (Partner institution)/follow an agreed programme for a one-week study visit arranged by (Partner institution). 
e) General provisions
31.
Responsibility in respect of exchange programme administrative arrangements will be divided between Aston University and (Partner institution) as follows: -

31.1
(Partner institution) shall be responsible for the delivery and assessment of the modules on which Aston University exchange students are registered.

31.2
Aston University will be responsible for the delivery and assessment of the modules on which (Partner institution)’s exchange students are registered.

31.3
Both Aston University and (Partner institution) shall be responsible for: teaching; production, maintenance and distribution of learning materials; setting and marking assessments and examinations (subject to moderation by (Partner institution) and Aston University academic staff), and student tutoring. Both Aston University and (Partner institution) shall be responsible for issuing exchange students with information on structure and options choices, information on the campus and facilities available at the host institution, a calendar of key events (e.g. terms, timetable, reading weeks, examination periods, hand-in dates for continuously assessed work, etc.), and procedures, and details of personal tutoring arrangements, programme management, student participation in decision-making and equal opportunities policy. 

33.4
Students will be enrolled at (Partner institution) and at Aston University.  Each partner will be responsible for ensuring that the other partner has up-to-date contact details and information on the status of students enrolled on its courses.

32.
Exchange students registered at Aston University will be subject to Aston’s Regulations on Student Discipline for all assessment offences. Aston University exchange students will be subject to (Partner institution)‘s Disciplinary Regulations and Grievance Procedures.

33.
Exchange students registered at Aston University will be subject to Aston University’s regulations and procedures governing the operation of assessment and examinations.
34.
All assessment (e.g. written papers, oral tests, essays, continuously assessed work, etc) arrangements are the responsibility of the appropriate Aston Board of Examiners, and of the equivalent academic decision making body at (Partner institution).
35.
Any appeals against the decisions of the Aston Examinations Board will be made in accordance with Aston’s Academic Appeals Procedures and notice of an appeal by a student should be to the University’s Academic Registrar.  Appeals at (Partner institution) will be handled according to the system of appeals in operation there.

36.
Both partners will be responsible for providing the necessary physical and human resources (including appropriate library, equipment and laboratory provision) for the successful operation of the exchange programme. Both partners will cover their own indirect costs arising from academic liaison, co-ordination and staff development.  

37.
Both partners will ensure that all student records and personal data relating to students are processed in accordance with current relevant Data Protection legislation and in particular, but without limitation, are held securely and confidentially. Both partners will further ensure that no such data is used or disclosed for any purpose other than so far as is necessary in connection with the administration of the exchange programme.

38.
Both partners will be responsible for ensuring that their procedures for, and interactions with, students conform to relevant Equal Opportunities policies.

f) Accommodation, Insurance and Welfare

39.
(Partner institution) will try to assist exchange students in finding accommodation. Aston University will normally be able to provide campus accommodation for exchange students studying for a full academic year.

40.
Neither (Partner institution) nor Aston University will be responsible for the costs of room, board, travel, visas or other personal expenses (including books). The partners acknowledge that they will require the participants to pay these costs.

41.
Participants in the exchange will be responsible for the necessary personal and health insurance for the time period of their exchange experience. The host institution will assist incoming participants in identifying available health insurance options. 

42.
Responsibility for the academic progress and welfare of exchange students will rest with the home institutions.  The home institution will be responsible for ensuring that students have access to local tutors who can provide appropriate academic counselling and pastoral support on a day-to-day basis.  Both institutions shall provide specialist careers, welfare and learning support to students.

Term and Termination of the Partnership Agreement

43.
The partnership agreement will be deemed to have come into effect on the date of signature, and will last for (number) years in the first instance, and will be reviewed annually.  The Memorandum of Understanding may be renewed, and the Partnership Agreement extended upon expiry. Each year the partner institutions will evaluate the number and extent of activities specified in the Partnership Agreement, and, where it is considered necessary, agree any adjustment that should be made in the remaining period of the Agreement to redress any imbalances.
44.
Each party reserves the right to modify or terminate the Partnership Agreement.  This must be done in writing at least nine months before the beginning of the next academic year of the partner institutions (whichever starts earliest).
45.
Arrangements for termination, howsoever caused, must include provision by (Partner institution) and Aston University for any continuing students to complete their studies and any period of notice should take account of any re-examination/re-assessment requirements that may be outstanding.

Force Majeure

46.
Both parties shall be released from their respective obligations in the event of national emergency, war, prohibitive governmental regulation or if any other cause beyond the reasonable control of either party renders the performance of this Agreement impossible.

IN WITNESS THEREOF, the parties representing the institutions have offered their signatures:

Signed on behalf of Aston University
Signature:



Date:



Name: 


Position:
Executive Dean of the School of XXXXX
Signature:





Date: 
………………………………..

Name: 
Mrs Adèle MacKinlay


Position:
University Secretary-Registrar
 
Signed on behalf of XXXXX

Signature:



Date:



Name: 


Position:


Signature:



Date:



Name: 


Position
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