Go Green Week 2012
This year was our third annual Go Green
Week, organised by the Environment and
Sustainability Team, with help from the
Estates and Capital Development
department, Sustainable Aston Working
Group, AstBUG (our bicycle users group), a
dedicated team of MSc students,
Catering@Aston and our multi-faith
Chaplaincy team.
Our third attempt proved our best yet, with over 350 guests attending 16 events
across the week. Staff, students and visitors enjoyed a varied programme of events
and activities including an eco-market, a
free smoothie-bike, a green campus walk,
film screening, bike sale and much
more…. All the photos and a short video
can be found online.
We were honoured to be hosting the Cooperative's highly acclaimed Tarnished
Earth exhibition throughout Go Green
Week. This display is a dramatic street
gallery of photographs by Jiri Rezac telling
the story of tar sands, one of the world's
biggest ecological disasters, created in
partnership with WWF and Greenpeace.
We also showcased the work of freelance artist
Michelle Reader, who creates sculptures using
waste materials to highlight the amount of waste we
are producing and to draw attention to environmental
issues in an aesthetic, humorous and nonconfrontational way.
As always, our Environment and Sustainability Team
were on hand in our Main Reception to chat to
people about Aston Go Green, to answer questions
and to collect suggestions for ‘Aston 2020’ – what
our campus will be like in 8 years’ time. The Aston
2020 ideas have been put together into an interactive
map.

Monday 6th February
The week kicked off with a green campus walk on Monday lunchtime; led by our
Energy Manager, staff and students were told about the projects and initiatives that
have taken place on campus to help make Aston a greener place to work and study.
The walk is also available to download from our website for anyone who missed out
on the day.

Green Campus Walk

Our second event of the week, a free screening of the film ‘Green’, took place on
Monday evening. The film, a documentary about the growth of the palm oil industry
in Indonesia, growing consumerism and the negative impact on natural habitats told
through the eyes and experiences of a female orang-utan, has won countless
environmental and other film awards.

‘Green’ the film – highlighting the threat of deforestation

Tuesday 7th February
Dr John Blewitt and Dr Breno Nunes, of Aston Business School, started Tuesday off
for us with a series of presentations on Sustainable Cities. Dr Blewitt began the
session with his presentation on "Visualising sustainable architecture and the Green
City", exploring how sustainable buildings and cities have been visually conceived by
architects, master planners, PR agencies and photographers. This was followed by 3
presentations from Dr Nunes’ final year Effective Project Delivery students putting
forward their ideas for a sustainable city.
Tuesday was also the day of our Eco-Market, attended by over 150 people. The
market included stalls from local companies, organisations and charities:
Birmingham Boys Brigade,
Catering @ Aston, CSV
Environment, Fairtrade
Design, Friends of the Earth,
Globally Local, Greenpeace,
Midland Food,
More Cocoa,
Office Depot,
Oliver Kay,
Oxfam, Sankofa
Crafts, Student
Switch Off,
Sustainability
West Midlands, Sustrans, The
Co-operative, Traidcraft (Carrs
Lane Church), Travelwise and
Walkit.com.

The market was also the launch of the very popular smoothie-bike, run by our MSc
students. Staff and students alike tried out the bike which helps to showcase the
energy needed to power everyday items and is also a great way to get people
drinking some healthy smoothies! The students also gave away copies of their
‘Green Birmingham’ map showing local places to shop and eat sustainably.
Our next event, on Tuesday evening, was a discussion on faith and climate
change, ‘Safeguarding the Planet’, organised together with our multi-faith
Chaplaincy team. This discussion brought together speakers from a number of faiths
with students and external visitors to chat about what sustainability means to
different faiths and the similarities between them.

Wednesday 8th February
Wednesday saw the return of Cycle Chain for one of our ever-popular second hand
bike sales. We have been working with local charity Cycle Chain, who collect
abandoned bikes and refurbish them, training visually impaired people and people
recovering from mental health problems in bicycle maintenance, for the past 2 years
– donating any bikes abandoned on campus and inviting them in to sell the
refurbished bikes to our staff and students (at bargain prices!).

We also gave away free cyclists’ breakfasts to reward all our dedicated regular
cyclists and launched a new free bike loan scheme. We now have three bikes on
campus which can be borrowed free of charge by staff and students for personal use
– encouraging people to get out and about by bike. All three of the bikes were loaned
out straight away, making us confident that the scheme will be a runaway success!
All the details of the scheme are available on the AstBUG web pages.

Thursday 9th February
The Capital Development
Showcase, organised by the
Environment Team, together with
the rest of the Estates and Capital
Development department, ran over
lunchtime on Thursday. It gave our
staff and students a chance to find
out more about the projects
happening on campus as well as the
behind the scenes work we are
doing to improve our environmental
performance and also offered our
final year students the chance to
meet potential employers.
We invited a number of our
partners and contractors in to
help promote this work: ADP
Architecture, Associated
Architects, BAM, Buro Happold,
Cofely / BDEC, Couch Perry
Wilkes, Elcomponent, E-On,
Lewis & Hickey, McCamley,
NISP, Robothams Architects,
RPS group, Severn Trent, Sisk,
Thorlux, Tidy Planet, Weir
Waste.

During the event, the School of Life and
Health Sciences Sustainability Group also
held a cake sale, raising money to reinvest in
their own green projects on campus by selling
delicious homemade cakes.
To complement the mouth-watering snacks
being sold, our MSc students were once again
on hand with their smoothie-bike providing
free drinks and information to staff, students
and visitors.

Friday 10th February
Our Campus Wildlife Group took over main reception for the last day of Go Green
Week, signing up staff and students and dishing out lots of information on local
wildlife, the Aston Kestrels, local volunteering opportunities and projects on
campus. They also invited the RSPB in to lead an ‘Urban Wildlife’ walk - Chris
Edwards led a group of staff and students along the local canal network, showing
them where to look out for flora and fauna and how to spot wildlife in the city. We
hope to be able to repeat this walk a few times throughout the year to track how the
area changes in different seasons.
Our catering department also
held a bonus Meat-free
Friday, in addition to their
usual monthly event. Their aim
is to encourage staff
and students
to go veggie
for the day
and to sign-up
to the Parttime Carnivore
campaign,
pledging to reduce the
amount of meat they eat.

And finally, ending the week
with a bang, comedian, author
and environmental activist
Robert Newman gave a fascinating (and, unsurprisingly, amusing!) talk on
‘Capitalism or a habitable planet’. Newman came full circle to appear at this event,
as his first public speaking appearance was also for People and Planet. Following a
hugely successful comedy career, Newman lowered his public profile and turned his
hand to writing, but returned to stand-up in 2004; his later work being characterised
by a strong political element. In 2006 Newman performed a new show, ‘No Planet B’
or, ‘The History of the World Backwards’ which led to the BBC six-part series, ‘The
History of the World Backwards’. Newman is currently working on his fourth novel,
and remains an active campaigner on political and environmental issues. You can
find out more about him on his website www.robnewman.com, supported by a solarpowered web host of course. His Go Green Week talk is also available to watch on
YouTube. Rob also kindly signed a t-shirt for us while he was here, which has been
donated to People&Planet as a charity prize or auction.

We would like to thank everyone who was involved in making this years’ Go
Green Week such a success. We’ve set ourselves a target of making it even
bigger and better next year so watch this space!

Press
In the run up to and during Go Green Week, there were some great pieces in the
local press, as well as lots of coverage through Twitter, Facebook, etc. Some of the
key quotes, images and stories can be found on our Storify page.
Thanks to all of our partners who helped to promote the week and make it such a
success.

“

Aston University have stand-up
comedian Robert Newman for Go
Green Week... what are you doing?
People&Planet

“

”

…this will be a week of events that
anyone involved in any kind of ecocampaigning, enterprise or activism will
want to be part of.” Social Enterprise Live

“

”

Go Green Week, a five-day programme of inspiring
free events, talks, activities and exhibitions open to the
public and celebrating Aston University’s commitment to
sustainability, begins next month. Birmingham Post

”

